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Abstract- Social media has significantly influenced
language use, particularly among students, shaping
their grammar, syntax, and overall writing skills.
This study examines the effects of online
communication on language standardization among
students at Federal Polytechnic Bali, Taraba State.
Using a quantitative survey approach, data were
collected from students regarding their writing
habits, exposure to social media language, and the
perceived impact on their grammatical accuracy and
formal writing skills. Findings reveal that while
social media enhances vocabulary expansion and
fosters creative expression, it also contributes to a
decline in grammatical accuracy, spelling
proficiency, and the ability to differentiate between
formal and informal writing. Frequent use of
abbreviations, non-standard grammar, and reliance
on autocorrect features have negatively impacted
structured writing skills. However, social media was
also found to encourage linguistic creativity and
engagement with new vocabulary. The study
concludes that while social media presents
opportunities for language development, there is a
need for interventions to reinforce formal writing
skills  and maintain  language standards.
Recommendations include integrating digital
literacy programs into the curriculum to help
students balance informal and formal language use
effectively.

Indexed Terms- Social media, language
standardization, grammar, syntax, digital
communication.

l. INTRODUCTION
The rise of social media has significantly altered how

people communicate, influencing language structure,
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grammar, and syntax. Traditionally, standardized
language has been governed by formal institutions
such as academies, educational systems, and
publishing industries (Crystal, 2019). However, the
advent of digital communication platforms has
challenged these norms by introducing informal
linguistic structures, abbreviations, and dynamic
syntactical variations. Social media platforms,
including Twitter, Facebook, and TikTok, provide
spaces where language evolves rapidly, often
diverging from traditional grammatical conventions.
This phenomenon raises critical questions about the
extent to which digital communication impacts
language standardization and whether social media
fosters linguistic degradation or innovation.

Scholars such as Baron (2020) and Androutsopoulos
(2021) argue that online communication disrupts
traditional grammatical rules by encouraging brevity,
abbreviations, and phonetic spellings that prioritize
speed over accuracy. Moreover, the interactive nature
of social media accelerates the diffusion of linguistic
trends, making non-standard language forms widely
accepted within digital discourse communities. While
some researchers contend that these changes signal a
decline in linguistic competence among users
(Tagliamonte & Denis, 2019), others posit that social
media fosters linguistic creativity, enabling new forms
of expression that enrich language (Thurlow &
Mroczek, 2020). This duality necessitates a scholarly
investigation into whether social media weakens or
strengthens language standardization in contemporary
communication.

This study aims to explore the extent to which online
communication affects grammar and syntax, focusing
on how social media platforms contribute to linguistic
variations. It will examine whether the widespread
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adoption of digital linguistic features influences
formal writing skills, particularly among young users
who engage with social media daily. By analyzing
syntactical structures, spelling conventions, and
grammatical modifications within social media
discourse, this research will provide insights into the
evolving nature of digital communication and its
implications for language standardization.

1. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Language standardization has historically been
governed by educational institutions, linguistic
academies, and formal writing conventions that
establish rules for grammar, syntax, and spelling. The
ideal situation is that adherence to these standardized
norms ensures clarity, intelligibility, and uniformity in
written and spoken communication, particularly in
academic, legal, and professional settings (Crystal,
2019). Traditionally, linguistic authorities such as
dictionaries and grammar books have played a central
role in defining correct language usage, and formal
education has reinforced these norms among students
and professionals. Standardized language is essential
for effective communication in a globalized world, as
it minimizes ambiguity and enhances mutual
understanding across diverse linguistic communities
(Milroy & Milroy, 2012).

However, the increasing use of social media platforms
such as Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, and TikTok
has introduced significant deviations from

standardized grammatical rules. Online
communication encourages brevity, informality, and
creative linguistic ~ modifications, including

abbreviations (e.g., "u" for "you"), acronyms (e.g.,
"LOL" for "laugh out loud"), phonetic spellings (e.g.,
"wanna" for "want to"), and non-standard syntactical
structures. Studies indicate that the frequent use of
non-standardized forms in digital communication
influences users’ linguistic habits, potentially leading
to the erosion of formal writing skills (Tagliamonte &
Denis, 2019). In particular, young social media users
who engage in digital discourse daily may struggle to
differentiate between formal and informal writing
contexts, raising concerns about the long-term impact
of social media on grammatical competence (Baron,
2020).
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Despite these concerns, scholars remain divided on
whether social media weakens or enriches language.
While some argue that social media fosters linguistic
decay and grammatical decline (Thurlow & Mroczek,
2020), others contend that it promotes linguistic
creativity, adaptability, and new forms of digital
literacy (Androutsopoulos, 2021). The gap in research
lies in the limited empirical evidence on how social
media influences users' grammar and syntax in formal
communication. This study seeks to fill this gap by
analyzing the extent to which social media usage
affects grammatical accuracy and syntactical
structures, particularly among university students who
are both active digital communicators and formal
academic writers.

I1l.  RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

This study seeks to examine the influence of social
media on language standardization, particularly in
relation to grammar and syntax among university
students. The specific objectives are:

1. To assess the extent to which frequent engagement
with social media affects students’ adherence to
standardized grammatical rules in formal writing.

2. To analyze the specific grammatical and
syntactical variations that emerge in students'
formal academic and professional writing due to
social media exposure.

3. To examine the perceptions of university students
regarding the impact of social media language on
their academic and professional communication.

4. To investigate the relationship between the
frequency of social media usage and the likelihood
of adopting non-standard linguistic structures in
formal writing.

IV. SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study is delimited to Federal Polytechnic Bali,
Taraba State, and focuses on the impact of social
media on language standardization, particularly in
relation to grammar and syntax among students. The
study targets undergraduate students across various
departments within the institution, as they actively
engage with social media while simultaneously
participating in academic and professional writing
activities. The research investigates how frequent
social media usage influences their adherence to
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standardized grammatical rules and syntactical
structures. While the study primarily explores digital
linguistic practices, it does not extend to phonological
or semantic changes in language. The findings will be
contextualized within the Nigerian higher education
landscape to provide insights into the broader
implications of social media on language evolution
and standardization.

V. LITERATURE REVIEW

The influence of social media on language
standardization has been a subject of scholarly debate,
particularly in the digital age where communication is
increasingly informal, interactive, and dynamic.
Language standardization refers to the process through
which linguistic norms, including grammar, syntax,
and spelling, are codified and maintained for
uniformity in communication (Milroy & Milroy,
2012). Traditionally, language standardization has
been reinforced through formal education, print
media, and linguistic institutions that establish rules
for correctness. However, the advent of social media
platforms has introduced alternative linguistic
structures that challenge conventional grammatical
norms (Crystal, 2019).

Social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp, and TikTok have facilitated new forms of
digital communication characterized by brevity,
informality, and multimodality. Studies indicate that
online discourse often involves abbreviations,
acronyms, phonetic spellings, and syntactical
alterations that deviate from traditional grammar rules
(Tagliamonte & Denis, 2019). Baron (2020) argues
that the constant exposure to non-standard linguistic
forms in digital communication has blurred the
distinction between informal and formal writing,
particularly among students who engage with social
media daily. The increasing tendency to incorporate
digital shorthand in academic and professional writing
has raised concerns about the erosion of grammatical
competence.

However, some scholars suggest that social media is
not a threat to language standardization but rather an
evolution of linguistic creativity. Androutsopoulos
(2021) posits that social media fosters linguistic
innovation by allowing users to experiment with
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language, leading to the emergence of new
communicative norms. Similarly, Thurlow and
Mroczek (2020) argue that digital discourse enables
users to develop multimodal literacy skills, integrating
visual, textual, and interactive elements to enhance
communication. From this perspective, social media
does not necessarily degrade language but rather
expands its functional adaptability across different
contexts.

The debate on whether social media weakens or
enriches language is further complicated by variations
in user behavior. Some studies suggest that the extent
to which social media influences grammatical
structures depends on the frequency and intensity of
engagement with digital platforms. For instance, a
study by Kemp (2021) found that students who use
social media excessively are more likely to incorporate
informal linguistic patterns in formal writing, whereas
moderate users demonstrate greater adaptability in
distinguishing between digital and academic registers.
Similarly, Deumert (2018) highlights the phenomenon
of "context collapse," where language users struggle to
differentiate  between informal and formal
communication due to the seamless integration of
social media discourse into everyday interactions.

In the Nigerian context, the intersection between
social media and language standardization is
particularly significant given the multilingual nature
of the society. The widespread adoption of social
media among Nigerian youths has contributed to the
hybridization of English with indigenous languages,
leading to the development of new linguistic codes
such as "Naija English™ or "Nigerian Pidgin Digital
Vernacular" (Bamgbose, 2020). While some scholars
view this linguistic evolution as a positive reflection
of Nigeria’s linguistic diversity, others argue that it
undermines formal English proficiency, particularly in
academic and professional settings (Adegbite, 2019).
Empirical studies have sought to assess the extent to
which social media influences students’ grammatical
proficiency. Research conducted by Taiwo (2021) on
Nigerian university students found that 68% of
respondents admitted to wusing social media
abbreviations and informal syntactic structures in their
academic writing. Similarly, a study by Olajide and
Adebayo (2022) reported that frequent engagement
with social media correlated with a decline in spelling
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accuracy and grammatical consistency among
undergraduate students. However, contrary findings
from Omoniyi (2020) suggest that social media users
who receive formal language training are able to
maintain linguistic distinctions between digital and
academic communication, indicating that the impact
of social media on grammar is not universal but rather
dependent on literacy levels and educational
background.

V. METHODOLOGY

This study adopted a quantitative survey research
design to examine the impact of social media on
language standardization among students of Federal
Polytechnic Bali, Taraba State. The quantitative
approach was chosen to allow for numerical data
analysis, statistical inferences, and objective
conclusions regarding the relationship between social
media usage and grammatical competence.

Population and Sample Size
The study population consists of undergraduate

respondents' perceptions of social media's influence on
language standardization.

Data Analysis Method

The collected data is analyzed using descriptive
statistics. Descriptive analysis (percentages, means,
and standard deviations) provides insights into
respondents’ social media usage patterns and their
perceptions of its impact on grammatical structures.

Data Presentation and Analysis

This section presents data collected from 300
respondents at Federal Polytechnic Bali, Taraba State,
analyzing their perspectives on how social media
affects language standardization. The analysis follows
a 5-point Likert scale, where:

e 1 =Strongly Disagree (SD)

o 2 =Disagree (D)

e 3 =Neutral (N)

o 4=Agree (A)

e 5= Strongly Agree (SA)

Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

students across various departments in Federal Variable | Categories Frequen | Percenta
Polytechnic Bali, with a focus on students actively cy ge (%)
engaged in social media communication. Given the (n=300)
institution's student population, a sample size of 300 Gender Male 160 53.3%
respondents was determined using simple random Female 140 26.7%
sampllng to ensure tha}t participants represent different Age 16-20 years 90 30%
academic levels and fields of study. Group
Data Collection Instrument 21725 years | 140 46.7%
. . . 26-30 years 50 16.7%
A structured questionnaire serves as the primary data
collection instrument. The questionnaire was divided 31 years and | 20 6.6%
. L above
into three sections:
1. Demographic  Information  (age,  gender, Departme | Mass L 120 40%
department, frequency of social media usage). nt Communicati
2. Social Media Usage Patterns (platforms used, time on i
spent on social media, frequency of informal Office 80 26.7%
language use). Technology
3. Grammatical Competence Assessment (extent of &
adherence to standard grammar, self-reported Mar?agement
influence of social media on formal writing, Business | 50 16.7%
challenges in distinguishing informal and formal Administratio
writing). n
Public 50 16.7%
The questionnaire consists of closed-ended questions Administratio
using a 5-point Likert scale, ranging from 1 (Strongly n
Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree) to capture
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Daily Less than 1 | 40 13.3% worsen
Social hour ed due
Media to
Usage social
1-3 hours 120 40% media
4-6 hours 90 30% use.
More than 6 | 50 16.7% Ifindit |40 |60 |55 [8 |60 |3. |1
hours difficul | (13 | (20 | (18 | (28 | (20 | 22 | 2
t to|3 |% [3 |3 |%) 6
Social Media Usage and Language Standardization differe | %) %) | %)
Statem [SD [D [N |A [SA [M |S ntiate
ent @ 1@ [B) |@ |(5) |ea |D betwee
n n
Sc formal
or and
e inform
[ 25 [40 [60 [1200]75 |3 |1 al
frequen | (8. | (13 | (20 | (33 | (25 |54 |1 writing
tly use |3% [.3 | %) |.3 | %) 4 :
social | ) %) %) Social |35 |50 |75 |80 |60 |[3. |1
media media | (11 | (16 | (25 | (26 | (20 |27 |1
for has 707 % |7 | % 9
commu influen | %) | %) %)
nicatio ced
n. how |1
| use|20 [35 [50 [110 |85 |3 |1 write
abbrevi | (6. | (11 | (16 | (36 | (28 | 68 |1 assign
ations | 7% |.7 |7 |7 |3 0 ments.
(eg., |) %) | %) | %) | %)
"u" for Impact of Social Media on Academic Writing and
"you") Communication Skills
when State | SD | D N A SA | M |S
chattin ment | (1) |2 |@B) |@) |(5B) |ea |D
g on n
social Sc
media. or
| often |30 [45 |70 |95 |60 |3. |1 €
replace | (10 | (15 | (23 | (31 | (20 |37 |1 Socia |40 |55 |65 |80 |60 |3. |1
proper | %) | %) | .3 7 %) 5 I (13. | (18. | (21. | (26. | (20 |21 |2
gramm %) | %) medi | 3%) | 3%) | 7%) | 7%) | %) 3
ar with a has
social impro
media ved
slang. my
My 50 [80 |60 |70 [40 |2. |1. writin
spellin | (16 | (26 | (20 | (23 | (13 | 90 | 2 g
gskils|.7 |7 |%) |3 |.3 4 creati
have %) | %) %) | %) vity.
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| 30 |50 (65 |8 |70 |3 |1 medi

strug | (10 | (16. | (21. | (28. | (23. |38 |2 a

gle to | %) | 7%) | 7%) | 3%) | 3%) 2 writin

use g has

prope affect

r ed my

punct abilit

uatio y to

n in write

forma struct

| ured

writin essay

g. S.

The 45 |65 |50 [8 |55 |3 |1 Socia |35 |40 |75 |8 |65 |3 |L

useof | (15 | (21. | (16. | (28. | (18. | 13 | 2 | (12. | (13. | (25 | (28. | (21. |35 |1

social | %) | 7%) | 7%) | 3%) | 3%) 9 medi | 7%) | 3%) | %) | 3%) | 7%) 8

medi a has

a has helpe

reduc d me

ed my impro

abilit ve my

y to vocab

spell ulary.

word

S Interpretation of Results

corre The findings indicate that social media significantly

ctly. influences language use among students, particularly

My 50 |60 |70 |75 |45 |3. |1 in informal writing, grammatical competence, and

acade | (16. | (20 | (23. | (25 | (a5 |02 |2 vocabulary development. The mean score for the use

mic 7%) | %) | 3%) | %) | %) 7 of abbreviations in social media (3.68) suggests that

writin students frequently replace full words with shortened

g has forms. Similarly, the mean score for difficulty

been differentiating between formal and informal writing

negat (3.22) indicates that many students struggle to adapt to

ively academic writing standards.

affect

ed by On the positive side, some students believe social

social media enhances writing creativity (3.21) and helps

medi expand vocabulary (3.35). However, the mean scores

a for statements related to spelling difficulties (3.13),

habits punctuation struggles (3.38), and academic writing

. challenges (3.02) suggest that frequent exposure to

Expo | 55 70 65 60 |50 |2 |1 social media influences students’ formal writing skills

sure (18. | (23. | (21. | (20 | (16. |94 | 2 negatively.

to 3%) | 3%) | 7%) | %) | 7%) 9

infor VII. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

mal

social The findings of this study highlight the dual influence
of social media on language standardization among
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students at Federal Polytechnic Bali, Taraba State. The
data suggest that while social media enhances
communication  accessibility and  vocabulary
expansion, it also contributes to a decline in
grammatical accuracy, spelling proficiency, and
formal writing skills.

One of the most notable findings is the frequent use of
abbreviations and informal language structures, which
aligns with the studies of Thurlow (2017) and Crystal
(2019), who argue that digital communication
promotes linguistic simplification. The high mean
score (3.68) on the statement regarding the use of
abbreviations like "u" instead of "you" suggests that
many students have adapted to a more concise but
informal mode of writing. This corroborates the idea
that social media encourages brevity at the expense of
grammatical correctness (Androutsopoulos, 2020).

Another significant finding is the difficulty in
differentiating between formal and informal writing,
which had a mean score of 3.22. This suggests that
social media has blurred the lines between
conversational and academic writing, making it more
challenging for students to switch between informal
digital interactions and structured academic writing.
This finding is consistent with the work of Tagg
(2015), who observed that the persistent exposure to
online slang, emojis, and non-standard grammar
structures affects formal literacy skills.

On the positive side, the study reveals that social
media fosters creativity in writing, with 3.21 as the
mean score for students believing that digital
interactions enhance their ability to express
themselves in new ways. This aligns with research by
Barton and Lee (2013), who argue that social media
allows for linguistic experimentation and creative
word formation. Similarly, a mean score of 3.35 for
vocabulary improvement indicates that students may
be exposed to diverse linguistic structures and
expressions that enrich their lexicon. However, this
exposure does not necessarily translate into improved
formal writing, as evidenced by the lower mean scores
for spelling accuracy (3.13) and structured essay
writing (2.94).

The study also reveals concerns about spelling
difficulties due to social media influence. The mean
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score of 3.13 suggests that a substantial percentage of
students struggle with correct spelling because of their
reliance on autocorrect features and informal spellings
used in online chats. This confirms the argument by
Baron (2020) that digital writing environments reduce
the necessity for spelling retention, leading to a decline
in conventional writing accuracy.

Furthermore, the results indicate that exposure to
social media writing habits negatively impacts
academic writing skills, with a mean score of 3.02.
This supports the findings of Merchant (2019), who
emphasized that digital language practices may lead to
the erosion of grammatical norms, affecting students'
ability to structure formal essays effectively.

This suggest that while social media serves as a tool
for linguistic engagement and creativity, it also
presents challenges for maintaining language
standards, particularly in formal academic settings.
The study supports the argument that digital
communication shapes contemporary literacy but also
necessitates interventions to bridge the gap between
informal and formal writing skills.

CONCLUSION

This study has demonstrated that social media
significantly influences language standardization
among students at Federal Polytechnic Bali, Taraba
State. The findings show that while digital platforms
facilitate language development and creativity, they
also contribute to the deterioration of spelling
accuracy, grammatical structure, and formal writing
proficiency. The high frequency of abbreviations,
informal expressions, and autocorrect dependence has
affected students' ability to maintain standard writing
conventions.

Moreover, the study highlights the difficulty many
students face in switching between social media
language and academic writing, emphasizing the need
for strategies to balance digital engagement with
conventional literacy practices. Although some
students believe that social media enhances
vocabulary expansion and creative expression, the
overall results suggest that the negative impact on
formal writing outweighs the positive contributions.
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To mitigate these challenges, there is a need for

educational

interventions that incorporate digital

literacy training into the curriculum. Encouraging
students to practice formal writing and raise awareness
about the long-term effects of informal digital
communication on academic and professional writing
skills is essential.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Institutions should introduce digital literacy
courses that focus on formal writing skills,
grammar, and spelling accuracy, ensuring that
students maintain high writing standards despite
the influence of social media.

Lecturers should emphasize the importance of
formal writing skills in assignments and
assessments while allowing students to explore
creative digital writing in a controlled manner.
Schools should organize workshops to educate
students on the impact of social media on their
writing skills, helping them understand when and
how to use informal versus formal language.
Students should be encouraged to practice
manual spelling rather than relying on
autocorrect features, which weaken their spelling
retention abilities.

Institutions should establish policies that help
students maintain a balance between digital
engagement and academic literacy, ensuring that
they do not compromise their writing skills.
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