© DEC 2024 | IRE Journals | Volume 8 Issue 6 | ISSN: 2456-8880

Redefine Learning Pathways using Homeschooling for
At-Risk Youth and Marginalized Communities

DR. ANNISE MABRY

Abstract- Homeschooling has emerged as the
change agent to help meet the educational needs of
at-risk youth and marginalized communities.
Traditional approaches to our education systems
must deliver the flexibility, cultural significance,
and individual care these groups need to thrive.
This article is concerned with serving as an
alternative to the systemic barriers, which help
students overcome them as well as improve both
the academic and self-esteem of their students who
are homeschooled. Homeschool can deliver highly
personalized learning experiences, flexible
schedules, and emotional support most suitable to
the characteristics of each child. Furthermore, the
article discusses the role that technological
progress, such as online learning platforms and
digital homeschooling resources, plays in making
homeschooling available. The real-world examples
of success in homeschooling show that it can set up
a family-empowered environment that puts out
academic resilience. However, problems persist,
including resource constraints, societal stigma,
and a need for more social interaction. This article
demonstrates there is a plan to make sure that there
will be community partnerships, affordable
resources, and parent training programs to make
homeschooling viable. Homeschooling is an
essential part of educational equity and improving
at-risk youth by promoting policy and support
systems that include the needs of all children.

Indexed Terms- Homeschooling, At-risk youth,
Marginalized communities, Educational equity,
Alternative education

. INTRODUCTION

Personal and societal development with education is
a cornerstone, but it's often unfair when it doesn't
serve everyone equally. Traditional educational
systems are difficult for at-risk youth and
marginalized communities. Usually, these groups
encounter challenges beyond classroom walls,
including socio-economic restrictions, systemic
discrimination, and a limited supply of customized
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support that interferes with their academic progress
and potential realization.

Students who are at risk of failing school or
dropping out (a term referred to as at-risk youth)
may also face unstable home environments, mental
health problems, or exposure to crime. Just as
marginalized communities, consisting of
misrepresented racial, ethnic, or socio-economical
entities, encounter issues, such as underfunded
schools, language barriers, and the paucity of quality
knowledge, so do women. Both groups often fall
short under the traditional education model, which
is rigid in its schedules, needs standardized
curriculums, and uses a one-size-fits-all approach to
teaching.

The limitations of traditional schools are evident.
Classrooms are too crowded to allow individual
attention. Cultural relevance is frequently absent in
curricula and needs to be suited to various learning
paces. Even worse, the system might unwittingly
keep these people further behind. However, as a
consequence, students from those backgrounds may
soon feel left out, forgotten, or even unable to be
academic achievers.

That’s why homeschooling comes in to be a
plausible alternative. Homeschooling can fill gaps
and, therefore, the power to empower those students
otherwise bound to fall in between the cracks.
Homeschooling can offer a protected and
encouraging place for at-risk youth to study
independently. It represents a chance to include
culturally meaningful materials and support the
identity and sense of inclusion for disenfranchised
communities. As we explore more and more this
idea, we appreciate that homeschooling isn’t a way
of escaping the traditional learning, it’s an
opportunity to create a totally new type of learning.

1. UNDERSTANDING AT-RISK YOUTH

They are young people more likely to have poorer
academic, social, or personal development than
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others. These are often socio-economic challenges,
challenges at home, or personal challenges such as a
mental health issue or a learning disability. Many at-
risk youth have difficulties with low academic
performance, inconsistent school attendance,
behavioral challenges, and feeling disconnected
from their educational journey. All of these factors
elevate their situation to alarming levels, further
intensified by external incidents such as exposure to
crime, trauma, or systemic inequalities, which
heighten their vulnerability.

In traditional educational settings, these youth
encounter numerous obstacles. Those students
deemed to be at risk, almost always, needing more
individual attention which downright impossible to
give in overcrowded classrooms. Traditional
schools are structured rigidly, with fixed schedules
and standard curriculums, which offer no flexibility,
and students struggle to keep up without them.
Finally, in schools located in economically
disadvantaged areas, it is possible that the resources
that could help students in such situations do not
exist. In this environment, feelings of alienation and
disengagement from school are difficult to resolve
and without an authentic atmosphere, academic
success becomes much more difficult. Poor
academic performance or behavioral issues often
carry a stigma, reinforcing feelings of guilt and
perpetuating a cycle of low self-esteem and
underachievement.

Common Challenges in Traditional Education for At-Risk Youth
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Fig 1. Common Challenges in Traditional
Education for At-Risk Youth

. MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES AND
EDUCATION

Marginalized communities are communities that are
excluded and disadvantaged due to race, ethnicity,
social or economic background, or location. Access
to equal opportunities is often limited by systemic
barriers; and, quality education is frequently one of
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the most significant obstacles. For many, the
challenges start with the lack of well-funded schools
in their neighborhoods. These schools often employ
underqualified teachers who lack the necessary tools
to create effective learning environments. Combined
with inadequate infrastructure, these factors
severely jeopardize student success. This can be a
barrier to learning for students who are speaking
English as a Second Language (ESL). Furthermore,
discrimination, whether unconscious or jarringly
apparent, can foster a hostile learning environment
that does not allow students to feel they belong.

Many of these students are also working to support
their families. In households facing poverty,
children are often compelled to prioritize work over
education, further limiting their opportunities for
success. Geographic isolation is another factor
especially for students in rural or underserved areas.
These students often travel longer distances on older
buses often without air conditioning to get to school.
Another challenge for students from marginalized
communities experience is schools often use
curriculum that is misaligned from their cultural
reality. This makes it harder for students to see
education as relevant and valuable. is they are
disconnected from the curriculum.

Nevertheless, marginalized communities are rich in
potential and resilience. To meet their educational
barriers, we need innovative approaches
emphasizing flexibility, cultural friendliness, and
accessibility. Homeschooling presents one solution,
offering a chance to tailor education to these groups'
specific needs and strengths, fostering academic
success and personal growth.

IV.  WHY THE TRADITIONAL
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IS AN
INCOMPLETE APPROACH

It is not uncommon for the needs of all students,
especially students coming from at risk backgrounds
and marginalized communities not to be met through
a conventional education system. The root of this
failure is several systemic problems that hinder its
capacity to ensure equitable learning opportunities.
One of the biggest limitations is the inflexibility of
curriculums. Traditional schools work by traditional
curriculums based on the average student. It is often
a rigid approach that does not consider individual
learning styles, individual learning rates, or the

ICONIC RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING JOURNALS 329



© DEC 2024 | IRE Journals | Volume 8 Issue 6 | ISSN: 2456-8880

challenges with certain at-risk youth groups. All of
these external factors made it nearly an impossible
task. Students who are struggling personally or with
learning issues have to push beyond what their
reality brings and end up frustrated and disengaged.
Another critical shortcoming is the need for more
cultural inclusivity in educational content. Many
traditional curricula often fail to reflect the diverse
backgrounds and experiences of students from
marginalized communities. Students need to see
themselves represented in these books to feel more
valued and included in the classroom and what could
be valuable lessons. Using culturally relevant
materials provides students with more engaging and
meaningful resources, helping them perceive greater
educational value. This approach can foster
increased interest and encourage their full
participation.

Apart from this, overcrowded classrooms and that
teachers don't give all of their students enough
attention are also causing problems. The high
student to teacher ratio in many schools; especially
in underfunded areas; makes individualized support
a thing of the past. The lack of effective classroom
management hinders the ability to address the needs
of a large student body, including those requiring
specialized assistance.. Students who struggle are
routinely left behind, not for the lack of potential but
because it pushes for efficiency, a system that
ignores the personalization that comes with knowing
students.

Table 1. Comparison of Traditional Schooling vs.
Homeschooling

often free, but
underfunded

Aspect Traditional Homeschooling
Schooling
Curriculum | Rigid, Customizable,
Flexibility | standardized | student-specific
Class Size Large, One-on-one  or
overcrowded | small group
settings
Teacher Limited due | Focused and
Attention to large | personalized
student
numbers
Cultural Often  lacks | Tailored to
Inclusivity | local cultural and
relevance personal values
Cost Public schools | Variable; costs

depend on
resources used
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V. WHAT IS HOMESCHOOLING?

Homeschooling means children being taught at
home by parents, guardians, or tutors instead of
attending a regular school. Homeschooling provides
a flexible and personalized approach to education,
allowing families to create a learning environment
that aligns with a student’s unique needs, interests,
and abilities. The origins of homeschooling are
buried deep in the history of formal education,
which was when families in far-out places educated
their children at home because there were no schools
nearby. Gradually, it became a wider movement
once families started looking for ways to depart
from standardized schooling.

As technology advances and  highlights
shortcomings in traditional education systems,
homeschooling has grown increasingly popular in
recent years. Technology has made homeschooling
is more achievable than ever, with many online
platforms, digital resources, and support groups to
support parents and students in continuing to
improve. Trends in homeschooling today are fully
integrated with traditional teaching methods and
modern technology to enable students to attend
virtual classrooms, use interactive learning
materials, and participate in extracurricular
activities from the comfort of their homes.
Addressing the supply side of the equation, some
innovations have provided increasingly viable and
appealing homeschooling methods for many
families looking for a more flexible and often more
inclusive education for their children.

VI. THE BENEFITS OF HOMESCHOOLING
FOR AT-RISK YOUTH

Many people have found that homeschooling with at
risk youth has its benefits as far as meeting the needs
of these youth that they are unable or cannot acquire
in public school. One of the important benefits is to
create custom learning experiences. Homeschooling
differs from standardized curriculums because
educators—parents or tutors—can tailor lessons
according to a student’s strengths, weaknesses, and
interests. It enhances comprehension of challenging
concepts and gives students a deeper understanding
of the material

Flexible schedules are another critical advantage.
Traditional schools are often rigid enough that many
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at-risk  youths have personal or family
responsibilities, like part-time jobs or caregiver
roles, that impact their ability to learn.
Homeschooling  removes removes scheduling
inflexibility and allows students learn when and
where it fits their situation. The flexibility of this
system guarantees that education will remain a top
priority without ever being something that becomes
too overwhelming for the student. the student is too
overwhelmed by.

Homeschooling also offers emotional and
psychological support, particularly for at-risk
students who have been bullied or experienced
trauma. A home-based learning environment
provides them with a safe space to focus on their
education without fear of scrutiny or abuse.

It fosters an environment where students get
personal encouragement that ultimately results in
emotional and academic growth.

By providing consistent support, students develop
resilience and self-esteem, empowering them to
overcome challenges.

Primary Benefits of Homeschooling for At-Risk Youth

Safe Environment

motional Support
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Fig 2. Primary Benefits of Homeschooling for At-
Risk Youth

Customized Learning

VIl.  HOW HOMESCHOOLING BENEFITS
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES

One of the greatest advantages of homeschooling is
that it places the ability to select a culturally relevant
curriculum back into the hands of the parent. It also
empowers the parent to develop their own
curriculum if one does not exist. Families can add
culturally relevant materials, languages, and
traditions with homeschooling that help students
feel seen and valued in their education. Not only
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does it engage better, but it also reinforces the
guests' pride in their heritage.

Homeschooling also addresses the socioeconomic
challenges that many families experience in
traditional learning environments. Homeschooling
can easily be tailored to the limited budgets of many
families, utilizing free or low-cost digital sources,
community programs, and library materials.
Homeschooling fosters empowerment and self-
esteem among marginalized students. In a personal
and supportive environment, students can focus on
their strengths and celebrate their achievements.
This nurturing approach instills a sense of capability
and confidence, enabling them to overcome
systemic and societal discrimination and break the
cycle of negative impacts.

VIIl. HOW ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY
HAVE CHANGED HOMESCHOOLING

Homeschool technology has revolutionized
education, making homeschooling not only more
accessible but also more effective. This
transformation is driven by online learning
platforms that offer diverse courses, virtual
classrooms, and interactive tools, paving the way for
a new era in education.Students can easily connect
with expert instructors, join a peer group, and have
access to educational materials, all from the
convenience of their own homes.

Homeschooling has also been improved through
digital resources and tools. Technology offers
students many ways to learn and explore content
beyond e-books and educational videos with apps
that teach coding or a foreign language. Virtual
reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), and other
tools bring lessons to life with immersive
experiences learners can explore historical
landmarks, conduct a virtual science experiment, or
face a virtual opponent down the field.

Finally, technology closes the educational gap for
at-risk and marginalized studentsby bringing
internet connectivity to families in remote or
underserved areas.This creates a link to high-quality
educational content and global learning
communities. Another advantage of technology is its
ability to support different learning styles through
diverse resources, including audio, visual, and
tactile options. Technology is democratizing
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education, ensuring every child has an equal
opportunity to learn, grow, and succeed.

IX.  PARENTAL ROLES IN
HOMESCHOOLING

A. Importance of parent involvement.

Effective homeschooling, while parent facilitated is
student oriented. This goes beyond teaching
academic content. In the role of the learning
facilitator, the parents must also create an
educational safe space that fosters educational and
emotional growth. In this capacity, parents have the
ability to create lessons or select curriculum based
on their child’s specific needs, making the material
interesting, pertinent, and doable. For that reason,
parents can closely involve themselves by
identifying any challenges that their kids are coming
across early enough so that they can provide them
with specific support for them to withstand those
challenges.

Deep parental involvement in education can provide
crucial stability, encouragement, and support for at-
risk youth—elements that are often lacking in
traditional school settings.Likewise, in marginalized
communities, it is the parents themselves who push
themselves to be involved in homeschooling, as it
grants them a fighting chance against the systemic
inequities their children have to face by ensuring
that their children are involved and able to receive
that necessary attention and those resources they
deserve. Such involvement can help build parent-
child relationships, as well as help to build the
child’s confidence, resilience, and motivation to do
other things.

B. Tips For Parents In Rural Communities

All parents who are homeschooling for the first time
feel overwhelmed and underprepared. This is
especially true for parents in rural communities who
are often more isolated by geography and
technology—especially in areas where Intenert
access is inconsistent. Online and in-person
homeschool cooperatives can help alleviate some of
this anxiety because these groups share resources,
offer advice, and provide an opportunity to
collaboratively handle responsibilities.

Education must be made more meaningful and

relatable for children by incorporating culturally
relevant content into their learning experience.
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Parents can engage in open conversations with their
children to understand their likes, dislikes, and
interests. This dialogue helps tailor lessons to align
with the child’s interests and aspirations.
Additionally, parents can build confidence in their
teaching abilities by attending workshops or
participating in homeschool training programs,
equipping themselves with effective homeschooling
strategies.

X. COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR
HOMESCHOOLING INITIATIVES

A. Role of Homeschool Cooperatives

Homeschooling initiatives depend on community
organizations, especially for resource-poor families.
They can offer educational materials, training
programs, and networking opportunities to those
homeschooling families. Parents often rely on
homeschool cooperatives as valuable hubs of
information, where they exchange tips on creating
effective lesson plans and sourcing affordable
teaching materials. Additionally, community groups
offer academic learning opportunities, enabling
students to engage in group activities, share
knowledge, and build meaningful peer relationships.

B. Nonprofit Organizations (NGOs) and Local
Governments Collaboration

Nonprofit organizations and local governments can
work collaboratively to strengthen homeschooling
by providing policies and programs specifically for
underserved people. Nonprofit organizations such as
The Dr. Annise Mabry Foundation often help with
financial aid, scholarships, and grants for families
unable to pay for the homeschooling materials. Tiers
Free Academy Homeschool Cooperative, a
homeschool program provided by The Dr. Annise
Mabry Foundation is the largest online grant
supported homeschool cooperative in Georgia, Tiers
Free Homeschool Cooperative has an extensive
network of both local government and public-school
district partnerships. When homeschooling receives
local government support, it allows homeschooling
to be recognized as a valid educational option and
provides homeschoolers with equitable access to
resources. Community-based initiatives, such as
free tutoring services, shared learning spaces, or
technology lending programs, result from
collaborations between governments and nonprofit
organizations. By their contribution, these efforts
can make a major difference in the quality of
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homeschooling for families who would not
otherwise be able to homeschool alone.

Xl. POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

A. Equitable Homeschooling Access Policies
Homeschool works best when the government gives
parents educational autonomy and uses plain
language guidance to employers and colleges on
how to recognize homeschool documents as valid,
legal documents that do not need to have public and
private school accreditation. Accreditation by
definition simply means that regardless of who
teaches a class that the content will be consistent.
One source of confusion is that curriculum alone
cannot receive accreditation. This often presents a
tremendous burden and time consuming hurdle on
homeschool cooperatives who are working with
parents who are most familiar with public school
policies and practices Legal frameworks that
acknowledge homeschooling as an acceptable type
of education and support parents in their endeavors
is essential. This will allow parents and homeschool
cooperatives supporting parents with guidelines for
instruction without turning the freedom of
homeschooling into more governmental
bureaucracy.

Systemic barriers marginalized families face can
only be addressed through equity-focused policies.
In underserved areas, governments can prioritize
funding for homeschooling initiatives so families
can access good resources, regardless of their socio-
economic status. Also, involving community
organizations and NGOs in partnerships to extend
the reach of these programs and ensure no family is
left behind is another.

B. Financial Aid and Resource Allocation for At-
Risk Families

Supporting  homeschooling through financial
assistance is critical for families in persistent
poverty communities. Expenses in homeschooling
can be eased by allowing homeschool cooperatives
access the same funding pools as their public school
counterparts. Because homeschool cooperatives
have the ability to select the work directly with
parents to select the best fit curriculum for each
individual student, they typically have a higher high
school graduation rate. Tiers Free Academy
Homeschool Cooperative works with the United
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Way to receive grant funding for families have a
child that has experienced a significant learning loss
in school and is academically behind their grade
matched peers by one or more years. While this
program does not provide laptops it does provide
access to evidence based online curriculum that is
used in public schools. Other ideas of government
resource allocation that supports homeschool
families are technology rich public libraries and
community centers that provide free online access as
well as access to computers.

XlIl.  CASE STUDIES: SUCCESS STORIES

A. Real-World Examples of  Successful
Homeschooling for At-Risk Youth

This case study examines the Tiers Free Academy
Homeschool Cooperative, a trauma-informed
educational program designed to address the needs
of at-risk youth. By combining flexible online
curricula, personalized learning plans, and
community-based support, Tiers Free Academy has
achieved  measurable  success in  helping
marginalized students overcome barriers to
education and achieve long-term stability.
Traditional education systems often fail to meet the
diverse needs of at-risk youth, including those who
have experienced trauma, homelessness, or systemic
inequities. Recognizing these gaps, the Tiers Free
Academy Homeschool Cooperative was established
to create a safe, flexible, and personalized
educational  environment.  The  cooperative
empowers students to earn their high school
diplomas and prepares them for successful futures.

Tiers Free Academy utilizes a trauma-informed
approach and integrates customized online
curricula, such as Accelerate and Apex Learning,
with supplemental resources like Reading Eggs,
DreamBox, and ExactPath Math. The program
serves students aged 14-18 who have been left
behind in traditional academic spaces, including
those who have dropped out or faced expulsion.

Key Features of the Program:
Trauma-Informed Approach: Tailored support to
address emotional, psychological, and educational

challenges.

Flexible Curriculum: A hybrid online model that
adapts to each student’s learning pace and needs.
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Parental Collaboration: A  partnership  with
guardians to create individualized graduation plans.
Community Engagement: Referrals to supportive
services, training for job and parenting skills, and
experiential learning opportunities.

Since its inception, Tiers Free Academy has issued
over 1,000 high school diplomas to students who
had previously been deemed "at-risk." Key
achievements include:

Employment Outcomes:

81% of graduates secure employment in industries
that offer living wages and benefits.
Higher Education Success:

64% enroll in technical college programs within 60
days of graduation.

74% of enrollees complete their degree or
certification within 28 months.

Decreased Socioeconomic Disparities:

Students gain access to opportunities that reduce
their exposure to the judicial system and improve
their quality of life.

Case Example:

One graduate, "Alex," entered the program after
being expelled from a traditional school for
behavioral issues linked to undiagnosed trauma.
Through Tiers Free Academy, Alex benefited from
personalized instruction, counseling referrals, and
career readiness training. Today, Alex is a certified
HVAC technician and mentors others in the
community, embodying the program’s mission to
break cycles of systemic inequity.

Discussion:

The success of Tiers Free Academy underscores the
importance of reimagining education for at-risk
youth. The program’s holistic approach—
addressing not only academics but also mental
health, employability, and family dynamics—sets a
precedent for how alternative education models can
yield transformative results.

Challenges and Lessons Learned:
Challenges: Navigating funding limitations and

ensuring consistent access to technology for all
students.
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Lessons Learned: Collaboration with local
organizations and leveraging government grants
were critical to overcoming resource gaps.

Another success story from rural India was the
initiative of homeschooling children  from
economically disadvantaged families. Local NGOs
trained parents on how to use digital tools and
culturally relevant materials to teach their children
through partnerships with local NGOs. This greatly
increased literacy rates in the region, and the
students gained the skills to break out of the cycle of

poverty.

They are stories of how homeschooling can
transform outcomes when supported by a
community and provided with appropriate
resources. They show that by using the right tools to
reengage students and the right encouragement,
even the most vulnerable students can thrive
academically and personally.

B. What Was Learned from These Stories?

The success stories of these schools teach us that it’s
important to get people involved, have culturally
relevant curriculums, and provide students with
access to technology. In addition, they emphasize
how important emotional support is, as many at-risk
youth have broken their confidence and motivation,
and they need to rebuild this in a safe, caring
environment.

Correlation Between Homeschooling Hours and Academic Performance
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Fig 3. Correlation between Homeschooling and
Academic Performance

XII. CHALLENGES OF HOMESCHOOLING
FOR THESE GROUPS

Homeschooling at-risk students from marginalized
communities can be a transformative educational
approach, but it also presents unique challenges
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A. Resource Constraints

Resources are one of the biggest barriers to
homeschooling. Families from economically
disadvantaged communities often face limited
incomes, making it difficult to afford essential
educational materials, technology, or specialized
curricula. Additionally, reliable internet access—a
critical component of modern homeschooling—is
frequently  unavailable or inconsistent in
underserved areas. Nonprofits supporting these
families also encounter challenges, such as a lack of
professional resources like tutors or counselors. This
shortage strains their capacity and can ultimately
impact the effectiveness of homeschooling for
students with complex needs.

B. Potential Lack of Social Interaction

One common concern about homeschooling is the
potential for students to become isolated from their
peers. While traditional schools often provide
opportunities for peer interactions, group activities,
and extracurricular engagements, homeschooling
families can actively address this issue by creating
intentional social opportunities. A homeschool
cooperative like Tiers Free Academy addresses
student isolation through strong community
partnerships  that  foster  meaningful  peer
connections. These efforts include organizing an
inclusive homeschool Spring Prom, hosting group
activities and collaborative projects, and celebrating
achievements with a formal graduation ceremony
each year. Such initiatives ensure that homeschooled
students develop essential social skills and build
lasting relationships.

C. How to Overcome the Stigma of Homeschooling
Some communities remain skeptical about
homeschooling and are reluctant to acknowledge its
potential benefits. Parents may be judged or doubted
by peers, educators, or extended family as sufficient
to provide a thorough education. Because of this
stigma, families may be encouraged to not
homeschool, even when it is their best choice for
their children. This can be overcome by raising
awareness of its success and providing support
networks to boost the confidence of families who
decide to take this path.

Meeting these challenges demands collective action
from parents, educators, policymakers, and
community organizations. With the help of an
advocate who helps tackle resource limitations,
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foster social opportunities, and normalize
homeschooling, education can reach all students and
be effective.

XIV. HOMESCHOOLING STRATEGIES THAT
MAKE HOMESCHOOLING MORE
ACCESSIBLE

A. Educational Institutions Partnerships

Families can access useful resources by partnering
with local schools, colleges, and educational
organizations. Homeschooling students can gain
from a mix of traditional and alternative education
by the institutions providing shared facilities,
tutoring programs, or extracurricular activities.

B. Affordable Learning Resources

Governments and non-government organizations
can be important in ensuring affordable learning
materials. Free online courses, subsidized textbooks,
and access to public libraries can cut costs
drastically, says the Mi Casa Resource Center which
offers free services to help parents establish and
fund homeschooling outside the mainstream.
Technology lending programs that provide laptops
or tablets can also fill resource gaps for families who
don’t have the means to fill them themselves.

C. Training Programs for Parents and Mentors
Training programs focused on effective teaching
methods and curriculum planning is essential to
empower parents and mentors. These programs can
build confidence, provide practical tools, and ensure
that families are well-equipped to deliver quality
education. These resources are presented such that
they can be accessed even in remote areas as an
online training session or a community workshop.
These strategies address the challenges of
homeschooling as a viable and inclusive option for
at-risk youth and marginalized communities to
guarantee that every child can succeed academically
and personally.

CONCLUSION

Homeschooling creates a remarkable opportunity
for at-risk youth and children from underrepresented
communities to receive customized education at
their locations and their own pace, often in a
culturally relevant way that traditional systems do
not usually provide. Homeschooling provides
personalized learning experiences, emotional
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support, and good satisfaction for those students by
conquering barriers like overcrowded classrooms,
lack of attention to individuals, or system injustice.
One thing it does well is enabling parents and
communities to play a role in their child’s
educational journey, taking ownership, and having
pride in their child's success.

The benefits are apparent: better academic
outcomes, improved self-esteem, and a way to
escape underfunded school constraints. To fully
succeed, homeschooling requires a concerted effort
from educators, policymakers, and community
leaders. We can provide access to resources and
train parents, which will allow us to support
community partnerships to ensure that every child
grows up with the tools needed to succeed without
consideration of background.

As a viable and productive alternative for at risk kids
and other special groups, homeschooling needs to be
supported by educators, policymakers and even
communities. Homeschooling allows families to
build their own version of an education system that
best serves all children while meeting their diverse
needs and empowering them to thrive academically,
emotionally, and socially. Policymakers and
communities must invest in the future of these
young people by expanding access to
homeschooling opportunities and breaking down the
barriers that have held them back.

REFERENCES

[1] Karen Hammerness, Preeti Gupta, Rachel
Chaffee, Peter Bjorklund, Anna MacPherson,
Mahmoud Abouelkheir, Lucie Lagodich, Tim
Podkul, Daniel Princiotta, Kea Anderson,
Jennifer D. Adams, Alan J. Daly, From
opportunity gap to opportunity yield: The
benefits of out-of-school authentic mentored
research  for youth from historically
marginalized communities in STEM, Journal
of Applied Developmental Psychology,
Volume 94, 2024, 101694, ISSN 0193-3973,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.appdev.2024.101694.

[2] Dawson, E. (2014). ‘Not designed for us’: How
science museums and science centers socially
exclude low-income minority ethnic groups.
Science  Education, 98(6), 981-1008.
https://doi.org/10.1002/sce.21133

IRE 1706680

[3] Hennis, T. A. (2016). A Pedagogical Design
Framework to Engage At-Risk Youth. Delft,
The Netherlands: Delft University of
Technology.

[4] Mleris, K. (2003). Towards a contemporary and
comprehensive theory of learning.
International Journal of Lifelong Education,
22(4), 396-406. doi:10.1080/02601370304837

[5] Mleris, K. (2007). How We Learn: Learning
and Non-learning in School and Beyond (3rd
editio). New York, NY, USA: Routledge.

[6] Janosz, M., Leblanc, M., Boulerice, B., &
Tremblay, R. E. (1997). Disentangling the
Weight of School Dropout Predictors : A Test
on Two Longitudinal Samples. Journal of
Youth and Adolescence, 26(6), 733-762.
d0i:10.1023/A:1022300826371

[7] Mitra, S., & Dangwal, R. (2010). Limits to
self-organising  systems of learning-the
Kalikuppam experiment. British Journal of
Educational Technology, 41(5), 672-688.
doi:10.1111/j.1467-8535.2010.01077.x

[8] Nevala, A.-M., Hawley, J., Stokes, D., Slater,
K., Otero, M. S., Santos, R., ... Manoudi, A.
(2011). Reducing Early School leaving in the
EU (Policy Department B: Structural and
Cohesion Policies No. IP/B/CULT/IC/2010-
079). Brussels, Belgium.

[91 Newmann, F., Wehlage, G., & Lamborn, S.
(1992). The significance and sources of student
engagement. (F. M. Newmann, Ed.), Student
Engagement and Achievement in American
Secondary Schools. Teachers College Press.

[10] OECD. (2000). Motivating Students for
Lifelong Learning. OECD Publishing.
doi:10.1787/9789264181830-en

[11] OECD. (2012). Better Skills, Better Jobs,
Better Lives: A Strategic Approach to Skills
Policies. Paris, France: OECD Publishing.
d0i:10.1787/9789264177338-en

[12] Pohl, A., & Walther, A. (2007). Activating the
disadvantaged. Variations in addressing youth
transitions across Europe. International Journal
of Lifelong Education, 26(5), 533-553.
d0i:10.1080/02601370701559631

[13] Quintini, G., & Martin, S. (2006). Starting
Well or Losing their Way? The Position of
Youth in the Labour Market in OECD
Countries (OECD SOCIAL, EMPLOYMENT

ICONIC RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING JOURNALS 336



[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

IRE 1706680

© DEC 2024 | IRE Journals | Volume 8 Issue 6 | ISSN: 2456-8880

AND MIGRATION WORKING PAPERS No.
39). Paris, France.

reAct. (2010). RE-ACT: Re-Activating
Teachers and Learners - Proposal #511709-
LLP-1-2010-1-ES-KA3- KA3MP. Proposal
for EU Lifelong Learning Programme, sub-
program KA3 ICT, Call: DG EAC/41/09.

reAct. (2011). RE-ACT: Reactivating
Teachers and Learners - reAct Methodological
Approach Guidelines (WP2) - 511709-LLP-1-
2010-1-ES-KA3-KA3MP. Valencia, Spain.

Rumberger, R., & Lim, S. (2008). Why
students drop out of school: A review of 25
years of research. Santa Barbara, California.

Ryan, R. M., & Deci, E. L. (2000a). Intrinsic
and Extrinsic Motivations: Classic Definitions
and New  Directions.  Contemporary
Educational Psychology, 25(1), 54-67.
doi:10.1006/ceps.1999.1020

Ryan, R. M., & Deci, E. L. (2000b). Self-
determination theory and the facilitation of
intrinsic motivation, social development, and
well-being. The American Psychologist, 55(1),
68-78.

Steinberg, L., Brown, B., & Dornbusch, S.
(1996). Beyond the Classroom: Why School
Reform Has Failed and What Parents Need to
Do. New York, NY, USA: Simon & Schuster.

Taylor, L., & Parsons, J. (2011). Improving
Student Engagement. Current Issues in
Education, 14(1).

Falk, J. H., Koke, J., Price, C. A., & Pattison,
S. (2018). Investigating the cascading, long
term effectors of informal science education
experiences report. Beaverton, Oregon:
Institute for Learning Innovation.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s43031-021-00031-0

Falk, J. H., Staus, N., Dierking, L., Penuel, W.,
Wyld, J., & Bailey, D. (2016). Understanding
youth STEM interest pathways within a single
community: The  synergies project.
International Journal of Science Education,
Part B, 6(4), 369-384.
https://doi.org/10.1080/21548455.2015.10936
70

Godwin, A., & Potvin, G. (2016). Pushing and
pulling Sara: A case study of the contrasting
influences of high school and university
experiences on engineering agency, identity,
and participation. Journal of Research in

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]

[28]

[29]

[30]

[31]

[32]

ICONIC RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING JOURNALS

Science Teaching, 54(4),
https://doi.org/10.1002/tea.21372

Grissom, J. A., Rodriguez, L. A., & Kern, E. C.
(2017). Teacher and principal diversity and the
representation of students of color in gifted
programs: Evidence from National Data. The
Elementary School Journal, 117(3), 396-422.
https://doi.org/10.1086/690274

Habig, B., Gupta, P., Levine, B., & Adams, J.
(2018). An informal science education
program’s impact on STEM major and STEM
career outcomes. Research in Science
Education, 50, 1051-1074.

Hammerness, K., Chaffee, R., Bjorklund, P.,
Hinton, P., Daly, A., MacPherson, P., Gupta,
P., Adams, J., Braverman, C., Francis, J.,
Lagodich, L., Wu, L., & Abouelkheir, M.
(2024). A broader look at STEM pathways:
The role of flourishing in broadening views of
STEM youth development. Frontiers in
Education, 9. https://doi.
0rg/10.3389/feduc.2024.1409672

Hsu, P., & Venegas, L. (2018). Activity
features of high school students’ science
learning in an open-inquiry-based internship
programme. International Journal of Science
Education, 40(12), 1391-1409.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09500693.2018.14798
01

Irving, P., & Sayre, E. (2016). Identity statuses
in upper-division physics students. Cultural
Studies in Science Education, 11(4), 1155-
1200. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11422-015-
9682-8

Kitchen, J. A., Sonnert, G., & Sadler, P. M.
(2018). The impact of college- and
universityrun high school summer programs
on students’ end of high school STEM career
aspirations. Science Education, 102(3), 529-
547. https://doi.org/10.1002/sce.21332

Lave, J.,, & Wenger, E. (1991). Situated
learning: Legitimate peripheral participation.
Cambridge University Press.

Lewis, A. E., & Diamond, J. B. (2015). Despite
the best intentions: How racial inequality
thrives in good schools. Oxford University
Press.

Lykkegaard, E., & Ulriksen, L. (2019). In and
out of the STEM pipeline—a longitudinal study
of a misleading metaphor. International

439-462.

337



© DEC 2024 | IRE Journals | Volume 8 Issue 6 | ISSN: 2456-8880

Journal of Science Education, 41(12), 1600—
1625.

https://doi.org/10.1080/09500693.2019.16220
54

IRE 1706680 ICONIC RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING JOURNALS 338



